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Novea comes from the Hebrew root [נבע] 
and means, “bursting or bubbling forth.”  Used 

in Psalm 19:2 and Psalm 145:7, it is translated as 

“utter” or “abundantly utter.”  

This word best describes our mission statement:

Filling the earth with the knowledge of 

God’s glory in the face of Christ Jesus.

God has determined to “…fill the earth with the 

knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters 

cover the sea…until every knee bows and every 

tongue confesses Yeshua as Lord.“ In that day...

ALL WILL KNOW THAT HE ALONE IS GOD!

The golden burst of our logo expresses the up-
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ward surge of praise, prayer and proclamation as 

the earth is filled with His glory.  It expresses:

öö The language of Creation (Psalm 19:1-4)

öö The proclamation of praise (Psalm 145:4-7)

öö The joy of salvation (Isaiah 12:2-3)

öö The passion of worship (Isaiah 12:4-6)

öö The oil of joy (Isaiah 61:10-11)

öö The Living Water of the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-
39)

JOAN LIPIS grew up in a Jewish home.  While 

her family wasn’t “religious,” they considered 

themselves very Jewish.  Unlike her family, Joan 

knew God existed, but didn’t know what she ac-

tually believed about Him.
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During her university years she began to attend 

various churches, but it was more for social rather 

than for spiritual reasons.  Finally she began to get 

serious about being and living as a religious Jew.

“I learned to keep a kosher home (maintaining 

four sets of dishes) and studied the “Jewish holi-

days.”  

By the time she was 40 Joan’s life was in her 

words, “a mess,” including a failed marriage, bro-

ken relationships, and various career changes.  “I 

knew it was the bottom when I entered a hos-

pital’s ”Mental Health Ward.”  While there, rage 

gave way to the pain she’d been stuffing for years.

“As I saw the mountains around the hospital I 

remembered Psalm 121:

‘I lift up my eyes unto the hills, from where 

comes my help?

My help comes from the Lord who made heav-

en and earth.’

“I challenged God with His own words:
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‘He that keeps Israel never slumbers or sleeps’

“Well, I’m Israel, and I’m here…. where are 

You?”

God was there and heard her.  Within a year 

He sent a messenger, dressed in a three-piece 

business suit to tell her about Jesus.  When she 

saw a reenactment of the crucifixion and heard 

the words of Isaiah 53, she understood the Gos-

pel.  Suddenly the holidays of Passover and Yom 

Kippur made sense.  Jesus was the fulfillment of 

everything Jewish.  

Joan was born again April 20, 1986, was bap-

tized in August, and was graduated from Western 

Seminary four years later.

Since then she has been in full time evangelistic 

ministry around the world sharing the good news 

of God’s love in Jesus.  

“Both the Jewish people and the Church need 

to see Jesus from the perspective of the Old Tes-

tament, especially through the feasts and celebra-



7

tions of the Lord.  We tend to forget that Jesus 

came to and through the Jewish people.”

Web: www.novea.org 

Email: Novea@novea 

Novea Ministries 

P.O. Box 62592 

Colorado Springs, CO 8096
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THE BREACH

Friends, for the past 2000+ years we have seen 

a growing breach between Israel and the Church. 

More importantly, I would contend that there is a 

breach between Jewish and Gentile followers of 

Christ.

This particular breach might be more difficult 

to recognize than the more obvious one between 

Israel and the Church, but it damages the strength 

of the Body, hinders the Jews from hearing the 

Gospel, and—worst of all—hurts the heart of 

God.
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What happened to cause this breach?

In 70 AD the Temple was destroyed giving rise 

to explanations that contradicted Scripture, the 

most grievous being Deicide, Blood Libel, and Re-

placement Theology. The continuous elaboration 

of these lies led to Church-sponsored anti-Semi-

tism and atrocities. Down through the centuries, 

the constant repetition of these non-biblical be-

liefs cemented into spiritual strongholds that keep 

both the Church and Israel in bondage.

One of the many negative consequences of this 

situation is a growing confusion of identity in the 

Body of Christ today. Do Gentiles become Jews 

when they are saved? Do Jews continue to be 

Jews when they are saved?

Ongoing confusion over this fundamental issue 

is only deepening the divide between Jewish and 

Gentile followers of Christ. After 2000+ years, 

isn’t it time to repair the breach?!

Those from among you

Shall build the old waste places;
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You shall raise up the foundations 

of many generations;

And you shall be called 

the Repairer of the Breach,

The Restorer of Streets to Dwell In. 
(Isaiah 58:12)

But before we can attempt to heal this breach, 

before we can delve more deeply into its origins 

and recognize its full reality and impact, we must 

first ask, “Is there a difference between Jewish 

and Gentile followers of Christ?”

The answer is typically rabbinic: Yes and No!

Israel and the Church are distinct for God’s plans 

and purposes. As a result, there are distinctions 

between Jewish and Gentile followers of Christ. 

Jewish Believers have a foot in each world—the 

world of Israel and the world of the Church. We 

are part of both!

But the bottom line is that there is indeed a dif-

ference between Jews and Gentiles, and under-
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standing God’s unique relationship with Israel is 

crucial for every Believer.

WHY?

Because God chose Israel to be His witness: the 

witness of His character, His ways, and His word 

(Isaiah 43:10).
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TO KNOW ISRAEL IS

TO KNOW GOD

DEFINITIONS

This is a good place to define “Israel” and “the 

Church.” My definition may differ from yours due 

to our individual cultural, experiential, political, 

and theological filters, but please refer to the fol-

lowing for the purposes of this booklet.

ISRAEL

The definition of Israel may seem complicated, 
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but it merely has four inseparable aspects:

öö The land (Genesis 12:7, 15:18-21, 17:8, 26:1-3, 
28:10-13)

öö The people or nation set apart by God for His 
purposes (Isaiah 41:8-10)

öö A unique relationship with God (Deuterono-
my 4:7-8, Exodus 33:16, 2 Chronicles 7:16)

öö The spiritual center of the world (Psalm 132:13-
14, Zechariah 14:16-24, Revelation 21:2-4, 10-
13)

THE CHURCH

The biblical definition of the Church is:

Jews and Gentiles who were 

dead in trespasses

and sins and who were redeemed,

made alive by grace through 

faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ Jesus. 

(Ephesians 2:1-8)
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Jesus described His Church as

His disciples who have forsaken all to

follow, trust, and obey Him. (Luke 14:33) 

But…

The definition of the Church changed drasti-

cally in the 4th century, when Constantine made 

Christianity the religion of the Roman Empire. For 

centuries, the new “Church” was a government 

entity inundated with people who saw the social 

and political benefits of “Church” association and 

membership.

This “Church” had a new definition:

Anyone who, regardless of personal faith 

or lack of faith, associated themselves 

with the organization that claimed the 

name and authority of Jesus Christ.

Praise be to God that despite the machinations 

of man, God’s grace has always preserved a rem-

nant of the faithful, and He continues refining His 
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true Church of Christ-followers to this day.



17

THE ONE NEW MAN

Church history1 and its ongoing sanctification 

notwithstanding, God’s plan, from the beginning, 

was to create a kingdom “out of every tribe and 

tongue and people and nation.” (Revelation 5:9)

The Hebrew prophets envisioned, Jesus prayed 

and died for, and Paul referred to this united body 

of Believers as “the one new man.” The one new 

man would consist of Jews and Gentiles, with 

their distinctions, but without division.  

1  For an in-depth examination of the Church’s rela-
tionship with the Jews down through the centuries, please 
see: https://www.novea.org/repairing-the-breach/
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For He Himself is our peace, who has made 

both one, and has broken down the middle 

wall of separation having abolished in His 

flesh the enmity, that is, the law of com-

mandments contained in ordinances, so as 

to create in Himself one new man from the 

two, thus making peace, and that He 

might reconcile them both to God in one 

body through the cross, thereby putting 

to death the enmity. (Ephesians 2:14-16)

So that there would be no doubt of Christ’s 

intention, Paul went further to describe the one 

new man as comprised of neither …Jew nor 

Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is nei-

ther male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. (Galatians 3:28)

Do not lie to one another, since you have 

put off the old man with his deeds, and 

have put on the new man who is re-

newed in knowledge according to the 

image of Him who created him, where 
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there is neither Greek nor Jew, circum-

cised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all 

and in all. (Colossians 3:9-11)

And yet…

Clearly, there are differences between men and 

women.

God is the Creator and obviously loves diversi-

ty. Even on the same tree, every leaf is different. 

Every snowflake is special. Every flower, every 

fingerprint, and on and on.

God has gifted each of us a unique song to sing 

His praise and to worship Him with. When we 

sing our song under the direction of Jesus, we sing 

in precious harmony—with distinctions, yet with-

out division.

Thus, I can say with utmost confidence: Yes, 

there is a difference between Jews and Gentiles 

in Christ. The difference is in our functional call-

ing, not in our spiritual standing.
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Let me put it another way. In Christ, meaning in 

the spiritual realm, there is no difference between 

men and women in terms of their standing before 

God. But in the natural realm, there are differenc-

es between the genders.

Again, in the spiritual realm, Jews and Greeks 

(aka Gentiles) are equal; but there are distinctions 

in God’s plans and purposes in the natural realm.

“So,” you ask, “does this mean there are dif-

ferences between Jews and Gentiles in the One 

New Man?”

Yes!

But I prefer to use the term “distinction,” rather 

than “difference.”
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THERE ARE DISTINCTIONS!

Much of the division, (dare I say “breach”?) 

between Jewish and Gentile followers of Christ 

has been caused by a lack of understanding as to 

what these distinctions are. 

Before we can repair the breach, we need to 

acknowledge and accept the God-given privileg-

es and responsibilities of Israel and of the Church 

with regard to Israel.

 But let’s start with Israel.
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Israel’s privileges as a people (Romans 9:4-5): 

The Israelites, to whom pertain

öö the adoption (Exodus 4:22-23),

öö the glory (2 Chronicles 7:1-3),

öö the covenants—Abraham, Moses, David,

öö the giving of the law (Exodus 20),

öö the service of God (priests and prophets),

öö of whom are the fathers and from whom, 
according to the flesh, Christ came (Genesis 
12:3, Galatians 4:4-5).

And the promises:

öö God’s unbreakable betrothal (Hosea 2:19-20)

öö The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31)

öö Restoration of the land as promised to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob (Hosea 2:14-16)

öö Regathering of the people (Isaiah 11:11-12, 
Zechariah 8:8-10)
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öö Jerusalem will be the center of worship for all 
nations (Isaiah 60:1-5, Jeremiah 3:17, Zechari-
ah 8:22, Micah 4:1-2)

öö The nations will celebrate the Feasts of the 
Lord (Zechariah 14:16-20, Isaiah 66:22-24)

öö The end-time harvest (Zechariah 8:23)

Israel’s responsibilities:

Be separate from all nations (Leviticus 20:24)

God wanted the Jews to be proclaimers of His 

glory, while at the same time to be separate and 

different from the Gentiles. But over the centu-

ries, Gentiles have used the Jews’ mandate for 

separateness as a pretext for anti-Semitism.

Be God’s witness (Habakkuk 2:14, 2 Timothy 

3:16)

Jews are to testify to His character, His ways, 

and the veracity of His Word

Be a light to the gentiles (Isaiah 2:3, 49:6; Exo-

dus 12:48-49)
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Jews are to bring the Word to the Gentiles and 

welcome the stranger.

Both Jewish and Gentile Believers enjoy the 

wonderful blessings that faith in Christ has given 

us: a right standing with God, eternal life, and the 

gifts of the Spirit, to name just a few. But here, 

let’s look at the Gentile Believer’s privileges rela-

tive to his or her relationship with Israel!

The Gentile Believer’s privileges:

öö Grafted into the Abrahamic covenant (Gen-
esis 12:3)

öö Partakers of the New Covenant (Ephesians 
3:6, Galatians 3:14)

öö Fellow heirs (Ephesians 3:5-6, Galatians 3:29)

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 

one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether 

slaves or free—and have all been made to 

drink into one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

For He Himself is our peace, who has made 

both one, and has broken down the middle 
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wall of separation, having abolished in His 

flesh the enmity, that is, the law of com-

mandments contained in ordinances, so as 

to create in Himself one new man from the 

two, thus making peace. (Ephesians 2:14-15)

The Gentile Believer’s covenantal responsibilities:

To bless Israel 

“I will bless those who bless you, 

And I will curse him who curs-

es you.” (Genesis 12:3)

Gentiles can certainly pray for the peace of Je-

rusalem (Psalm 122:6), but did you know that the 

duty to bless Israel also extends to material mat-

ters?

For if the Gentiles have been par-

takers of their spiritual things, their 

duty is also to minister to them in ma-

terial things. (Romans 15:27)

Then you shall see and become radiant, 
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And your heart shall swell with joy; 

Because the abundance of the sea shall be 

turned to you, 

The wealth of the Gentiles shall come to 

you…  

Therefore your gates shall be open continu-

ally; 

They shall not be shut day or night, 

That men may bring to you the wealth of the 

Gentiles, 

And their kings in procession. (Isaiah 60:5,11)

To provoke the Jews to jealousy 

I say then, have they stumbled that 

they should fall? Certainly not! But 

through their fall, to provoke them 

to jealousy, salvation has come to 

the Gentiles. (Romans 11:11)

Do not boast against the branch-

es. But if you do boast, remember 

that you do not support the root, but 

the root supports you. (Romans 11:15)
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This prompts the question: What does “sup-

port” mean in the context of “the root”?

To support Israel does not mean to automati-

cally approve of all her decisions and actions as 

a political entity, but neither does it grant us the 

right to criticize or to condemn her. “Support” 

does mean to align with God for Israel.

Israel is God’s witness to the Gentiles; the 

Church is God’s representative on earth. There-

fore, as Jesus wept over Jerusalem, the same com-

passion for Israel should come from the Church. 

The Church should have been the Jews’ refuge 

against their enemies in the past, and it should 

be the Church who stands against their enemies 

today.

To proclaim the Gospel (Romans 1:16)

“Go out into the highways and hedges, 

and compel them to come in, that [the 

Lord’s] house may be filled.” (Luke 14:23)
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“Son of man, I have made you a watchman 

for the house of Israel; therefore, hear a 

word from My mouth, and give them warn-

ing from Me: When I say to the wicked, ‘You 

shall surely die,’ and you give him no warn-

ing, nor speak to warn the wicked from his 

wicked way, to save his life, that same wick-

ed man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood 

I will require at your hand.” (Ezekiel 3:17-18) 

To rejoice over Israel 

“Rejoice with Jerusalem, 

And be glad with her, all you who love her; 

Rejoice for joy with her, all you who mourn 

for her; 
11 That you may feed and be satisfied 

With the consolation of her bosom, 

That you may drink deeply and be delighted 

With the abundance of her glo-

ry.” (Isaiah 66:10-11)

For if their being cast away is the 

reconciling of the world, what will their 
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acceptance be but life from the 

dead? (Romans 11:15)

But the father said to his servants, 

‘Bring out the best robe and put it on 

him, and put a ring on his hand and san-

dals on his feet. And bring the fatted calf 

here and kill it, and let us eat and be mer-

ry; for this my son was dead and is alive 

again; he was lost and is found.’ And they 

began to be merry. (Luke 15:22-24)

Jewish Believers in Yeshua

Since the wall of separation has indeed been 

removed, and yet there are distinctions between 

Jewish and Gentile Believers, which identity 

should Jewish Believers embrace, Israel or the 

Church?

Once again, the answer to these questions is 

simple, yet not easily accepted: Jewish followers 

of Christ are identified with BOTH Israel and the 
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Church. Obviously, they never lose their Jewish 

identity, any more than a man ceases being a 

man or a woman ceases being a woman when 

redeemed.

To answer the question I posed earlier, the de-

cision to follow Jesus does not change our ethnic 

identity. Jews remain Jews, and Gentiles remain 

Gentiles. They are just redeemed Jews and re-

deemed Gentiles!

As God’s witness to the Gentiles, the Jewish fol-

lower of Christ is identified as both Israel AND 

the Church. Without faith in Yeshua, Jesus the 

Messiah, an unredeemed Jew falls short as God’s 

witness. But as part of Israel, the Jewish Believer 

remains God’s witness to the Gentiles, but is also 

a testament to the fulfillment of God’s promises 

to Israel!

Because I am a Jewish follower of Jesus, I can 

stand before the Israeli flag, speak Hebrew, and 

confess my faith as evidence that God’s Word and 

promises to Israel are “yes and amen.”
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Although Jewish Believers are part of Israel, they 

are even more closely aligned with the Church. 

Despite the Church’s treatment of Israel down 

through the centuries, the One New Man will not 

be complete until Jewish Believers become a vis-

ible and viable part of the Church. 

By definition, the “one new man” MUST consist of  

both Jews and Gentiles.

Only then can the manifold wisdom of God

…be made known by the church to 

the principalities and powers in the heav-

enly places, according to the eternal pur-

pose which He accomplished in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. (Ephesians 3:10-11)

One final question: Are there any privileges and 

responsibilities distinctive to the Jewish follower 

of Christ? Allow me to suggest that these are one 

and the same, for “…to whom much is given, from 

him much will be required.” (Luke 12:48)

Hence, the Jewish follower of Christ has the 

privilege and responsibility:
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öö To be God’s witness to the world, the Church, 
and the principalities and powers (Isaiah 43:10-
12, 21; Ephesians 3:10-11),

öö To be riches to the Gentiles (Romans 11:12),

öö To be the key to the end-time harvest (Zech-
ariah 8:23),

öö And to welcome the return of Yeshua 
(Mathew 23:39).

IN CONCLUSION

I am continually asked, “What does the One 

New Man look like?” The real question here re-

gards the expression of worship. Does it look Jew-

ish, following rabbinic traditions and rituals de-

veloped over thousands of years? Or does it look 

more like a Gentile denomination?

And what about the holidays? Do the feasts 

of the Lord have a place within a predominate-

ly Gentile Church? Do Jewish Believers need to 

celebrate the Incarnation on December 25th, or 
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Easter instead of the Resurrection?

Friends, after all these years of discord and con-

fusion, it’s time for us to acknowledge, embrace, 

and celebrate our distinctions—without division. 

God is looking for those who will worship Him in

Spirit,

Truth,

Humility,

and Love.


